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THE CLIMATE OF ANSON, TEXAS

Anson is the county seat and agribusiness center of Jones County.
Both town and county were named for the last Republic of Texas
president, Anson Jones, Located within the Abilene metropolitan
area, Jones County has an economy based largely on oil and agri-
businesses, Three-fourths of the agricultural income is derived
from cotton and small grains: about 5,000 acres are irrigated.
Cattle and sheep also contribute to the agricultural economy.
Jones County is level to rolling prairie, drained by the Clear Fork
of the Brazos River, Elevations range from 1,600 to 2,000 feet
above sea level, Since 1926, Jones County has produced more than
155 million barrels of oil: gas, sand and gravel also are produced,

Recreational activities are provided by water sports, including
fishing of course, at Lake Fort Phantom Hill, located in the south-
eastern corner of the county., At Anson, annual events include the
famous Cowboy's Christmas Ball, and the July Fourth Cowboy Reunion,

Anson has a warm-temperate, subtropical climate, characterized by
dry wintersand hot humid summers, Although largely controlled by
the Gulf of Mexlco source region during the warmer months, the
climate is continental; thus, Anson experiences awide annual range
in temperature,

The rainfall pattern is somewhat typical of the southern Great
™ -{ns with a maxima in late spring and early summer (May and June)
a secondary maxima in early fall (September), Most of the
p.ecipitation falls as warm season thundershowers and wide vari-
ations in amounts occur, both geographically and with time, In
exceptionally wet years, at least aportion of the rainfall islost
to the land due to rapid runoff of high intensity showers. Ap-
proximately three-fourths of the average annual rainfall of 25,60
inches falls during the warm season, April through October,

Although temperature changes are frequent and occasionally large
in winter, when Polar Canadian air masses plunge southward across
the area, Anson winters aremild. Cold spells rarely last longer than
48 hours before rapid warming occurs, Even in January, mild sunny
weather is frequent.

Mean snowfall is 4.3 inches annually: however, this value is mis-
leading., A few rare, exceptionally heavy snows bias the mean for
long periods of years so that this statistic usually over estimates
the amount of snow to be expected in any given year, Almost as
frequent as snow are the occasional ice or sleet storms that make
travel hazardous for a few hours at a time.

Mid-summer temperatures are hot: however, the high temperatures
are usually associated with southerly or southwesterly winds and
low humidity, Air-conditioning is recommended for maximum com-
fort indoors or for travel, Evaporative-type home air conditioners
operate effectively more than 90 percent of the time.

The prevailing winds at Anson are southerly to southeasterly
throughout the year. The strongest sustained winds occur during
March and April and are associated with the passage of cold fronts.
Thunderstorms occur on 41 days in an average year: a few of these
may be accompanied by damaging wind or hail. Anson receives abun-
dant sunshine, which averages 63 percent of the total possible in
winter, 68 percent in spring, 78 percent in summer and 71 percent
in fall., At noon, Central Standard Time, relative humidity is
estimated at 52 percent in January, 45 percent in April, 45 percent
in July and 49 percent in October,

The mean length of the warm season (freeze free period) at Anson
is 223 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or be-
low in the spring and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the
fall are March 31 and November 9, respectively, In am average year
free water {lake) evaporation exceeds precipitation by 44 inches,
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